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was, 'I did not then know how to manage it* His distress be-
came so intolerable, that he applied to Dr [Samuel] Swinfen,
physician in Lichfield, his god-father, and put into his hands
a state of his case, written in Latin. Dr Swinfen was so much
struck with the extraordinary acuteness, research, and elo-
quence of this paper, that in his zeal for his godson he shewed
it to several people. His daughter, Mrs [Elizabeth] Des-
moulins,4 who was many years humanely supported in Dr
Johnson's house in London, told me, that upon his discover-
ing that Dr Swinfen had communicated his case, he was so
much offended, that he was never afterwards fully reconciled
to him.

The history of Johnson's mind as to religion is an im-
portant article.
He communicated to me the following particulars upon
the subject of his religious progress. CI fell into an inattention
to religion, or an indifference about it, in my ninth year. The
church at Lichfield, in which we had a seat, wanted repara-
tion, so I was to go and find a seat in other churches; and
having bad eyes, and being awkward about this, I used to go
and read in the fields on Sunday. This habit continued till
my fourteenth year; and still I find a great reluctance to go
to church. I then became a sort of lax talker against religion,
for I did not much think against it; and this lasted till I went
to Oxford, where it would not be suffered. When at Oxford,
I took up [William] Law's Serious Call to a Holy Life? ex-
pecting to find it a dull book (as such books generally are),
and perhaps to laugh at it. But I found Law quite an over-
match for me; and this was the first occasion of my thinking
in earnest of religion, after I became capable of rational in-
quiry.' From this time forward religion was the predominant
object of his thoughts; though, with the just sentiments of a
conscientious Christian, he lamented that his practice of its
duties fell far short of what it ought to be.
How seriously Johnson was impressed with a sense of re-
ligion, even in die vigour of his youth, appears from the fot
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